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Genealogical Research 
Techniques for the
Overseas Chinese
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Two Different Areas

(and Methodologies) for Research

• Chinese Immigrant Ancestry

o Vital records and other local resources

(Resources often unique to locality)

o The Challenge of Transformed Chinese names

• Ancestors in China

o The tradition of Chinese family or clan genealogies
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RESOURCES

Your own family

The Internet (FamilySearch, ancestry.com, etc.)

Vital records departments

Newspapers

Archives, NARA and others
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Where Do You Start?

Start With Your Own Family!
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What to Look For From Your Family
• Surname

• Names & DPOB of parents, grandparents, great-
grandparents, and their siblings

• What records does your family possess?

• For immigrant ancestors – when and where did 
they land?  Where are they buried?

• From where did they come in China?  What is 
the name of the ancestral village?

• Progenitor, immigrant, and significant ancestors
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THE INTERNET

What’s available?

• Search engines – google.com

• Top 100 Genealogy Websites on 

www.genealogyintime.com

http://www.genealogyintime.com/
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FamilySearch

• Founded in 1894 as the Genealogical Society of Utah.

• Purpose is to gather, preserve, and share genealogical 

materials

• 1938 began microfilming records from archives around 

the world

• Now digitizing all microfilmed records, more than 80% 

complete.
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4,925 Family History Centers

Worldwide
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To Get Started Using 

familysearch.org

• You need to open an account

• It is easy to do

• And it’s FREE
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Ways to Use

and Search familysearch.org

• Family Tree - Find, Memories

• The Wiki

• Historical Indexed Records

• Collections

• The Catalog

• Searching for Chinese Genealogies
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The FamilySearch Wiki
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Searching Historical Records
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Browsing Collections
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Browsing the catalog
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Other Helpful Websites

The Chinese Genealogy Forum –

siyigenealogy.proboards.com

FamilySearch Chinese Community --

community.familysearch.org/s/group/0F93A0000004h

MbSAI/chinese-genealogy-research

Village DB Search (for the sze yup or siyi area) –

villiagedb.friendsofroots.org/search.cgi
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Newspapers

Chronicling America

Google News Archives

www.newspapers.com ($) 

www.genealogybank.com ($)

www.worldvitalrecords.com ($)
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Archives
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Sources for Chinese Exclusion Act Files, 

A-Files, and C-Files

www.archives.gov

(“Visit Us” to contact NARA regional offices)

www.uscis.gov

(Under “Other Services”, look for “History and 

Genealogy” page)

http://www.archives.gov/
http://www.archives.gov/
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Searching for Ancestors in China

Searching for Chinese 

Genealogies - Jiapu (家譜)

Your family or ancestral village

The Shanghai Library China Genealogy 
Index

familysearch.org – the China Collection 
of Genealogies
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What Do You Need To Know

To Search for Your Ancestors

In China?
• Knowing the surname character is key

• The names (in characters) of at least a few of 

your ancestors
o They multiple given names over a lifetime

• The name of your village, your ancestral 

home
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Other Names to Know

Names of primogenitor ancestors (始祖 – shǐ zǔ) 

Names of significant ancestors

Generation names (poem)

FYI – Chinese genealogies usually include wives 
by surnames only, and no daughters
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Chinese Tombstones

Chinese tombstones 

inscribed in Chinese are 

typically a rich source of 

information and can include 

multiple names of the 

deceased, birth and death 

dates, name of the ancestral 

village, and names of 

descendants.
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Searching for Chinese Genealogies
Browsing the Collection
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Searching for Chinese Genealogies
Using the Catalog
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The Shanghai Library

Chinese Genealogy Catalog
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Other Useful Websites (Chinese)

National Library of China genealogy website:  

http://ouroots.nlc.cn/

Shanghai Library genealogy catalog: 

http://search.library.sh.cn/jiapu/

Zhejiang Library genealogy database: 

http://diglweb.zjlib.cn:8081/zjtsg/jiapu/zt_jp_o

ut.jsp?channelid=91367

http://ouroots.nlc.cn/
http://search.library.sh.cn/jiapu/
http://diglweb.zjlib.cn:8081/zjtsg/jiapu/zt_jp_out.jsp?channelid=91367

