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STEPS TO GENEALOGY SEARCH

A Gather information

A Organize your information

A Decide who and correct name spelling
A Fill out basic forms & charts

A Figure out who has the information

A Use database, resources & libraries

A Refine your search

A Verify, document and share




TYPES OF RECORD

1. Population: Earlier generations
Census, immigration, land & military records

2 . Per sonal (pri vate):
Birth, marriage, and wills & probate records

3. Death records: Descendants
Death certificate, obituary, cemetery records,



RESEARCH: SOURCES

Government Database

A

Associations  Family members  Personal documents




LOCATBASED INFO

ABirth, marriage & death certificates

AResidency: Where, who & socioeconomic status
ACourt records: Civil and legal documents
ABusiness and (family) associations

AObituary and cemetery records



NAMES : PERSONAL (FIRST & MIDL

A Milk nameat birth

A Nick name

A School name

A Adult name: coming of age

A Western(American) name

A Formal name

A Alias (pen) name

A Honorary name (after death): title



NAMES : GENERATIONAL POEM

A Each member shares a generational character name
A Usually the middle name
A Name is sequenced by a generation poem

Purposes:

A Preserve and promote family linkage

A Prevent intefamilial marriage

APreserve oneds identity
A Establish rights and privileges



NAMES : NAMING CONVENTIONAL

ol houghts I n the Silent

Surname + First + Character | father
Surname + First + Character | son
Surname + First + Character | grandson




NAMES : CHALLENGES IN RESEAR!

A Romanization of names : Varied by country
A Phonetic spellings
A Characters : Traditional vs. simplified

More Difficult :

A Do not read or speak Chinese A Lack of available tools
A Fictitious names (Paper son) A Unfamiliar with research
A Fear of prosecution A Cost : travel and time

A Assimilation : name change

A Family secrets




NAMES : UNIQUE RESOURCES FOF

A Zupu : family book

A Naming convention : Generation poem

A Antiimmigration laws and ordinances

A Benevolent associations : Membership

A Burial practices : Headstone, cemetery and burial location
A Photographs : Hidden clues about family



IMMIGRATION LAWS AND
CHINESE IMMIGRATION TO



UC BERKELEY: TIMELINE

Timeline

Timeline of Chinese Immigration to the United States

1785 Three Chinese seamen arrive in the continental United States aboard the ship Pallas in Baltimore, MD.

1790 The Naturalization Act of 1790 restricts citizenship to “free white persons” of “good moral character.” The law would be enforced until 1952. In effect
the Nation is divided between White and racial minority populations, each of whom would be accorded different and unequal rights and treatment. Racial
minorities would be limited in their citizenship, voting, residency, jury, property, and family rights. Asian Americans, including Chinese Americans, would be

directly affected by this legislation until it was rescinded by the passage of the Walter-McCarran Act of 1952.
1830 The first U.S. Census notation of Chinese in America records three Chinese living in the United States.
1830s Chinese sailors and peddlers visit New York.

1844 United States and China sign treaty of "peace, amity, and commerce."




TIMELINE : IMMIGRATION LAWS:

1789 : Immigration records kept Kustom Bureau
1790 : No naturalization of newhite
1819 : Passengers lisbllected

1875 :Banned contract laborers & prostitutes
1882 : Chinese Exclusion Act
| Permit of Reantry

1888 : Scott Act Once departed; cannot return
1890 : INS established; oversaw immigration papers
1891: Inspectors at the ports



TIMELINE : IMMIGRATION LAWS:

1892 : Geary Act 1892
A Resident permit, 1892943

1902 : McCreary Act Suspended immigration; required registration
A Certificate of Resident (Geary Act, ext. 1902)
A Certificate of Identity (card)

A 1882-1905: 10K appealed; most ruled in favor of Chinese

1906 : SF Earthquakd®estroyed birth records

A Paper Sons
A Interrogation papersAngel Island, 1910940



TIMELINE : IMMIGRATION LAWS:

1906: Naturalization Act Allowed naturalization

A Declaration of Intentighn0 Fi r st Paper s o6)
A Petition for Naturalizatioh 6 Second Paper so6)
A Certificate of Citizenship

1917: Visa required for noncitizens to enter
A Visa applications

1940: Alien RegistratiorAct
A A-filescreated; Standardized by 1956

1941. Passportsequired for U.S. citizens;
1861-62 (Civil War) and 191821 (WWI)



TIMELINE : IMMIGRATION LAWS:

1943 : Repeal of Chinese Exclusiamoncitizens can be naturalized

1945 : War Brides Act
1946 : Public Law 713 : WIives of citizens to enter
1947 : Gl Fiancée Act

1952 : Immigration and Nationality Act
A Special skills, relatives of U.S. citizen, and refugees

1956 : Chinese Confession Progra(d956-1965)
1965 : Immigration and Nationality Act : Abolished nationality quota.



TIMELINE : IMMIGRATION LAWS:

Ancestry database for NARA records:

A US Passpo(tl795-1925) : Physical descriptions and travel plan
A Report on Death of Am. Citizens Abrod®35-1974

A Consular Reports on Birth & Marriage Abroa810-1945

A World War | Draft : Men born btw. 18781917

A World War Il Draft: Men borntlbtw. 18801965



A Held at the initial port of entry

Documents :

A Interrogation transcripts A Arrival info and ship name

A Medical exam records

A Birth & marriage certificates A Proof of identity: Maps,

A Certificate of Identity photos, physical descriptions,
A Certificate of Resident business pamphlets, witness
A App”ca’[ion for departure statements and contacts

A Permit to Renter

A Court affidavits : US births

A Crosseference sheets (of previous files)



1906 : Naturalization Act
Allowed aliens to become naturalized as US citizens

Records are kept
APre 1906: Local courts, state archives & geological societies
A1906-1933 : Bureau of Immigration and Bureau of Nationalization

A1933-2003 : Immigration and Naturalization Services (INS)

A1991-present : USCIS (assistance)
A2003-present : Dept. of Homeland Security






STRATEGY 1. LOCATION

A City directory

A Voter registration

A Vital Records

A Burial & cemetery records

A Obituary

A Court and land records

A Family and business associations
A Phone book




Cerrigan Mary Miss, boarding and lodging, 750 and 761
Mission

Cerritos Desidario, cigarmaker with C. C. Diez

Cerrlt; ( k}rdci Company (Chinese), cigar manufacturers,

SJJRACKSON

CERRUTI GIOVANNTI BATTISTA, TItalian Con-
sul, office 72 Washington. dwl 806 Stockton

CEVASCO G. B., publisher and proprictor La Voece
del Popolo, office 6503 Washington

Chace Henry B., salesman with D. A. Macdonald &
Co., dwl 142'5 Fourth

Chace William 2B., attorney at law, office 32 Mer-
chants Exchange, dwl 128 Kearny

Chace—see Chase

Chadbourn Forrest 8., clerk 226 Bush, dwl 701 Post

CHADBOURNE JABEZ, attorney at law, office 528
California, dwl 804 Green

Chadbourne Joseph, salesman with Edward Kenne-
dy, dwl 417 Kearny

Chadbourne Joshua /Rider, Somers & €./, res
Warm Springs Landing, Alameda Co.

Chadbourne Levi, clerk with John Burnap, dwl 420
Leavenworth

Chadbourne Thomas J...Eclipno Bakery, 1412-142

SF City Directory 1873

A Full name

A Address

A Occupation

A Business name

A Type of business
A Owner or boarding
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STRATEGY 2: CENSUS RECORDS

A Family members

A Residency (location)

A Vital records

A Country of origin

A Birth place & year

A Neighbors, wealth and occupation
A Other important information
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STRATEGY 3: PORT OF ENTRY

Passenger list
Place of departure
mmigration records
Residency in U.S.
A Census records

T>o T>o J>o T>o




MAJOR PORTS

North:
Washington, New York, Maine & Vermont

West: |
San Francisco, Portland East:
Seattle, Port Townsend ggn\i/rr\l(grrlef’ Boston,
San Diego & Long Bea _ 3

) ° Philadelphia.

South:
California, New Mexican, Arizona
& New Orleans.



STRATEGY 4: VITAL RECORDS
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- \“STATE OF LOUISIA
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THIS RECORD IS VALID FOR DEATH ONLY

STATE OF LOULSIAMA

Family members
Birth place and date
Residency

Cause of death

STATE

mz No.

B
o SA

Obituary & cemetery records
Census records
City directory
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oo T Too T To Do

JUN 2 8 2006

| CERTIFY THAT THIS IS A TRUE AND
CORRECT COPY OF A CERTIFICATE OR
DOCUMENT REGISTERED WITH THE
VITAL RECORDS REGISTRY OF THE
STATE OF LOUISIANA, PURSUANT TO
LSA — R.S.40:32, ET SEQ.

Lnntore 2. Jpsor

ACTING STATE REGISTRAR




PUBLIC HEALTH RECORDS

e .

o) California Department of - looking for lam a Programs A-Z Index
PublicHealth " - > %

Home | Programs | Center for Health Statistics and Informatics | VSB Center for Health Statistics and Informatics

CENTER FOR HEALTH STATISTICS AND INFORMATICS

About Us
Center for Health Statistics and Informatics (CHSI) is responsible for:
Contact Us
Vital Records N » Registration of birth, death, fetal death, and marriage certificates, and amendments
e Issuing Certified Copies of birth, death, fetal death, and marriage certificates
Vital Records Data and o Vital Records Data
Statistics
o \S/'ttil R:colrds D:a applications Confldentlallty
e Statistical reports . :
e Medical Marijuana Identification Card Program Blrth' fIrSt 75 yeaI‘S

End of Life Option Act Death: after 25 years



STRATEGY 5: LOCAL LIBRARY

A City directory

A Building and land records

A Historical photographs and maps
A Phone books

A Family history books

A Obituaries

A Expert advice & help
A Genealogical societies



UC BERKELEY: C.V. STAR|
EAST ASIAN LIBRARY



UC BERKELEY: C.V STARR EAST ASIA
LIFRARY

A Access is open to all
researchers & visitors

A Certain services and
collections may be available
students and staff

A Ask the librarian



The Early Arrivals Records Search (EARS)

A dataset from Investigation Arrival Case Files, San Francisco and Hawaii, Records of the U.S.
Service, Record Group 85, National Archives at San Francisco.

Immigration record:

| I’ Search"
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e
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N

Record details below

LastName
FirstName
MiddleName
Box Number
Series

Case Number
Ship

Port

Date
Destination
Birthplace
Birthplace City
Birthplace State
Birthplace City
Date of Birth

CHAN
AH
KEE
00164

10186/ 16

HONG KONG MARU
06/14/1907

USA
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Research Our Records

Main Page

What's New?

New Accessions
Digitized by our Partners
Get Started

Search Online

Online Research Tools and Aids
National Archives Catalog
Access to Archival Databases

Presidential Libraries

Research in Person

Free at the Archives
Plan your Research Visit

Locate a Facility Near You

ARCHIVES

Search Arch

2t 2
Research tools and links to
from Seattle, Chicago and St
border crossing records, pas

=1 In Canada.



SF NEWSPAPER: CHUNG SAI YAT PO

3 = Hh = q A Published in San Francisco
G SAT AT FO |xiltiie 1900 to 1951.

A Important Chinese American
newspaper in U.S.

A UC Berkeley (East Asian
Library). 14 microform reels

A 1900-1904 can be found at
Online Archive of California
(1460 items)




UC BERKELEY: CHINESE IN CALIFOR

e,
” O A ‘ Search over 55,000 collection guides m

Onfine Archive of Califormia

Contributing Institutions Collection Guides Browse Map About OAC What are Collection Guides?

Open Access via OAC site:

READING THE BULLETIN BOARDS, CHINATOWN, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.
y -~ Ty - —

ey

— A Documents the
experiences of Chinese
iImmigrants in California

1850-1925.
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Photos, illustrations,
letters, pamphlets, sheet
music, diaries and more.
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8,000 images.
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Research Our Records

Main Page

What's New?

New Accessions
Digitized by our Partners
Get Started

Search Online

Online Research Tools and Aids
National Archives Catalog
Access to Archival Databases

Presidential Libraries

Research in Person

Free at the Archives
Plan your Research Visit
Locate a Facility Near You

Orientation for on-site
Researchers

I NATIONAL ARCHIVES

Search

Archi

Chinese Immigration and the Chinese in the United

States

Introduction

From 1882 to 1943 the United States Government severely curtailed immigration from China
to the United States. This Federal policy resulted from concern over the large numbers of
Chinese who had come to the United States in response to the need for inexpensive labor,
especially for construction of the transcontinental railroad. Competition with American
workers and a growing nativism brought pressure for restrictive action, which began with the
Act of May 6, 1882 (22 Stat. 58). Passed by the 47th Congress, this law suspended immigration
of Chinese laborers for ten years; permitted those Chinese in the United States as of
November 17, 1880, to stay, travel abroad, and return; prohibited the naturalization of
Chinese; and created the Section 6 exempt status for teachers, students

travelers. These exempt classes would be admitted upon presentation ¢ Resources for Chlnese Ame

the Chinese government.

Immigration in U.S.

The next significant exclusionary legislation was the Act to Prohibit the (
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San Francisco State University
1630 Holloway Ave, 5th floor.



STRATEGY 6:




STRATEGY 7: NARA RECORDS

A Ship Passenger Lists: 182085
A Border Crossing: 1891957

A Naturalization Certificate Files-f@es): 1906 1956
A Alien Registration Forms (Forrr2XR.940 - 1944
A Alien Registration Record Numbef{ss): 19441951

A Visa Files: 19241944
A Registry Files: 19291944

A U.S. Passport Applications: 179825



NARA: OTHER RECORDS

A Civil War Draft (186365): Age 2645; 3.1million
A WWI Draft (1917): 24 million; 23% pop.
A WWII Draft (1940) :45 and 65

A Consular Reports on Birth & Marriage Abroad: 199@5
A Report on Death of American Citizens Abroad: 18354



STRATEGY 8: OUT OF STATE & COLl

1. Use database: Ancestry, FamilySeardihegitage Quest

2. Local resources :
a. Libraries and librarians (local, state, and university)
b. Consulate office in U.S.
c. Genealogical societies and groups

3. Online sources: LibGuides Comm., Facebook
4. Books: WorldCat.org, Amazon.com
5. Tutorials: Ancestry, FamilySearch and YouTube



LIBRARY RESOURCES
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LIBRARY RESOURCES

A Databases: Ancestryderitage Quesg Fold3
A Obituaries
A City and reverse directories

A Newspapers: 1850s

A Maps: Sanborn (1860s) and Fire Insurance

A Local archives: documents, books, photos & maps
A Genealogy section: 921s



ANCESTRY LIBRARYYEDITHRINS

Coverage dates: 1300 present
Contains 4,000+ databases:

AU.S. Federal Census images and indexes from 1790 to 1930
AMap Center containing more than 1,000 historical maps
AAmerican Genealogical Biographical Index (over 200 volumes)
ADaughters of the American Revolution Lineage (over 150 volume
AThe Great Migration Begins: Immigrants to New England; 1620
ASocial Security Death Index (updated monthly)

AWWI Draft Registration Cards

AFederal Slave Narratives

ACivil War collection




HERITAGE QUEST

Coverage dates: 1700s to the present
Update frequency: Ongoing
Audience: Genealogists, historians

Collection that currently includes the following:

A 7 million imagesfrom 28,000 family histories and books

A 1790-1930 U.S. Federal Census records

A Periodical Source Index (PERSI), about 2.3 million records since 1
A Revolutionary War Pension and Bounty Land Warrant App. Files
A The Freedman's Bank Recerdfrican American ancestors

A U.S. Congressional Serial Set records



FOLD3

Coverage dates: 1700s to 2000s
Update frequency: Ongoing
Audience: Genealogists, historians

Collectionsover 5 million records

AQriginal military records.
AStories, photos, and personal documents
ASources: U.S. Natl. archives, Natl. Archives of the U.K. and

other international records.
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ONLINE RESOURCES



NATIONAL ARCHIVES

Census records
Military records
Immigration records
Naturalization
Land records




Blogs - Bookmark/Share - Contact Us

RESEARCH OUR VETERANS’ SERVICE AMERICA'S FOUNDING
RECORDS RECORDS D EUUCATYRESUURCES 0 BT DOCUMENTS

Explore our nation’s history through Request military records and learn Find primary sources, tools for Plan a trip to the Museum, to one of The Declaration of Independence,
our documents, photos, and about other services for yourself or teaching with documents, and the Presidential Libraries, or to the Constitution, and the Bill of
records. a family member. student and educator programs. conduct research. Rights.

Pacific Sierra Region

Leo J. Ryan Federal Building
1000 Commodore Drive

San Bruno, CA 94066-35®b0)

EXPLORE & COLLABORATE

'i.;‘:ﬁ;, CENSUS &

-

1950 Census: Now Online LY oA
» - . # - f’*




FAMILYSEARCH.ORG

FAMIIYSEARCH Leamnm FamilySearch Centers Indexing Blog

Discover Your Family History

Records Trees Catalog Books

Our records span billions of names across hundreds of collections—including
birth, marriage, death, probate, land, military, IGl extracted, and more.

First Names Last Names
[l =l
Search by Life BEvents: Any | Birth | Marriage | Residence | Death
Search by Relationships: Spouse | Parents
Search by: Batch Number SearCh name across hunc

collections by birth, marrie
EEEEE © Match Al Exactly probate, land, military, anc



ELLIS ISLAND PROJECT

PASSENGER SEARCH

Explore our vast database of 65 million passenger records...
? Need more information? Click here.

-
RESULTS
Narrow your Search X Wizard | One page form
Contains Exact Close Sounds Alternate Last Name
Matches Matches Like Spellings as First

Free database of 65 million+

records who passed through
come to America from 1892 t




RESOURCES : CHINESE ASSOCIATIO!

Chinese Consolidated
Benevolent Association
(Wiki) : List branches in
SF, NY, Seattle and
Vancouver, Canada.

Photo: Oregon Historical Society




CEMETERY RECORDS



NEWSPAPEROBITUARIES.NET

California Obituaries - County and City Index

MNewspaper Obituaries Home > California > California Counties

Additional Resources

World's Largest

Online Newspaper Archive

search over 660 million birth, death and
obituary announcements
(GenealogyBank com)

Search Death Records
over 1 Billion birth, marriage, divorce and
death records (Genealogy Archives)

Search Mewspaper Obituaries

in over 4 300 newspapers from 1690 -
today

(GenealogyBank.com)

» INSTANTLY SEARCH 400,000,000+ OBITUARY RECORDS NOW!

First Mame Last Mame State

| | | |Nationwide

Select Record Type

2 Dbituaries Mewspaper Articles

California Counties

Alameda County
Alpine County
Amador County
Butte County
Calaveras County
Colusa County
Contra Costa County
Del Morte County

El Dorado County
Fresno County

Glenn County

Klamath County
Lake County
Lassen County

Los Angeles County
Madera County
Marin County
Mariposa County
Mendocino County
Merced County

Modoc County

Plumas County

Riverside County
Sacramento County
San Benito County

San Bernardino County
San Diego County

San Francisco County
San Joaquin County
San Luis Obispo County
San Mateo County
Santa Barbara County

Humboldt County Mono County

s Monterey County Santa Clara Coun
Napa County

LD e TIOTL Shasta County

Kern County Mevada County

Orange County

Ki C
ings County Placer County

Solano County
Sonoma County
Stanislaus County
Sutter County
Tehama County
Trinity County
Tulare County
Tuolumne County
VWentura County

Yolo County
Yuba County

santa Cruz Count. A dJjrectory of online 150
Snon oo Obituary indexes and arc
Searchable by name anc

S earch




FINBGRAVE

R by TSN ) )
) "~ -l 5 - » Ed
i, - ~:‘ 4 » ‘.v -’ i ' n ‘~ ‘; '
DA K ?" et
’ > i : ] »
» 2 : \’\'. - ey 3 g £ ‘a o y ( =,
o . s A - '.' S
. » Y 4 - « N ~) ‘ 13
«-«‘\M.- % A --‘:.'..-': gl N 5
N AN T "y ¥
1:\ e

World’s largest grave5|te collectlon

Over 210 million memorials created by the community since 1995.*

‘First Name Middle Name Last Name
B2 B a

| Year Born Exact ~ Year Died Cemetery Location
i

SEARCH “""More search options ~ © search tips >

== Find burial places and cemetery info.

=5 .m@‘ . . -
f‘.f"‘fi -’ﬁf-ﬂ W birth & death dates, and location.

Photo of Antioch Pioneer Cemetery by Harold & Wanda Blackwell
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Welcome to BillionGraves
Claimed to be world's largest resource

Be a part of somethinc
y data. Search by name

BillionGraves is the world's largest resource for searchabl GPS Cemeter

bigger and better every day. You can help by collecting
cemeteries, and then by transcribing the personal inform: dateS and IOcatIOn



CEMETERY RECORDS

State powered by ¢ Gx.xulom&sx

All United States ~ View Records »

First Name Last Name

CEMETERY RECORDS ONLINE

HOME NEW RECORDS SEARCH UNITED STATES CANADA UNITED KINGDOM IRELAND AUSTRALIA MORE

INTERMENT [NET

TAY NCIRAS NLL

Cemetery Records Online

This website contains 25+ million cemetery records, transcripts, and burial registers, from tens of
thousands of cemeteries across the world, all contributed by genealogists, cemeteries, government
agencies, and private organizations.

ENTER YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS
BELOW TO RECEIVE A MONTHLY
REPORT OF NEW CEMETERY
TRANSCRIPTIONS.

Search All Cemetery Records

(last name, first name)

| I Search |

Advanced Search Tips

Browse Cemetery Records by Region

United States United Kingdom S P (s

New York, Pennsylvania, Texas, California, England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland,

oy s oy Search & browse 25+ millic
st it records U.S., Canada, U.K.

Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria, more... Dublin, Meath, Clare, Mayo, Roscommon, more... AUStralla



GENEALOGICAL COMMUNITIE
DIRECTORIES
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Research Our Records

Main Page

What's New?

New Accessions
Digitized by our Partners
Get Started

Search Online

Online Research Tools and Aids
National Archives Catalog
Access to Archival Databases

Presidential Libraries

Research in Person

Free at the Archives
Plan your Research Visit

Locate a Facility Near You

ARCHIVES

Search Arch

2t 2
Research tools and links to
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