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GOALS

1. Research steps

2. Types of information

3. Chinese name & research challenges

4. Library resources 

5. Immigration laws and timeline

6. Research strategies

7. Online resources (cemetery records, digital 

collections, maps, newspapers)

8. Genealogical societies



STEPS TO GENEALOGY SEARCH 

ÅGather information

ÅOrganize your information

ÅDecide who and correct name spelling

ÅFill out basic forms & charts

ÅFigure out who has the information 

ÅUse database, resources & libraries

ÅRefine your search

ÅVerify, document and share 



TYPES OF RECORD

1. Population: Earlier generations
Census, immigration, land & military records

2. Personal (private): Personõs life
Birth, marriage, and wills & probate records

3. Death records: Descendants 
Death certificate, obituary, cemetery records, 



RESEARCH: SOURCES

Government       Database             Court             Library    

Associations      Family members      Personal documents         



LOCATION-BASED INFO

ÅBirth, marriage & death certificates

ÅResidency: Where, who & socioeconomic status

ÅCourt records: Civil and legal documents

ÅBusiness and (family) associations

ÅObituary and cemetery records 



NAMES : PERSONAL (FIRST & MIDDLE)

ÅMilk name: at birth
ÅNick name
ÅSchool name
ÅAdult name: coming of age
ÅWestern(American) name
ÅFormal name
ÅAlias (pen) name
ÅHonorary name (after death): title



NAMES : GENERATIONAL POEM

ÅEach member shares a generational character name

ÅUsually the middle name

ÅName is sequenced by a generation poem 

Purposes:

ÅPreserve and promote family linkage

ÅPrevent inter-familial marriage

ÅPreserve oneõs identity 

ÅEstablish rights and privileges



NAMES : NAMING CONVENTIONAL

òThoughts in the Silent Nightó by Li Bai 

⁹

Surname  +   First  +  Character ()   father

Surname  +   First  +  Character ()   son

Surname  +   First  +  Character ()   grandson



NAMES : CHALLENGES IN RESEARCH

ÅRomanization of names : Varied by country 

ÅPhonetic spellings   

ÅCharacters : Traditional vs. simplified  

More Difficult :

ÅDo not read or speak Chinese 

ÅFictitious names (Paper son)

ÅFear of prosecution

ÅAssimilation : name change

ÅFamily secrets

ÅLack of available tools

ÅUnfamiliar with research

ÅCost : travel and time



NAMES : UNIQUE RESOURCES FOR RESEARCH

ÅZupu : family book  
ÅNaming convention : Generation poem
ÅAnti-immigration laws and ordinances
ÅBenevolent associations : Membership
ÅBurial practices : Headstone, cemetery and burial location  
ÅPhotographs : Hidden clues about family



www.le-librarian.net/genealogy.html 

IMMIGRATION LAWS AND
CHINESE IMMIGRATION TO U.S. 



UC BERKELEY: TIMELINE



TIMELINE : IMMIGRATION LAWS 

1789 : Immigration records kept by Custom Bureau

1790 : No naturalization of non-white

1819 : Passengers list collected

1875 : Banned contract laborers & prostitutes

1882 : Chinese Exclusion Act 

ÍPermit of Re-entry 

1888 : Scott Act : Once departed; cannot return

1890 : INS established; oversaw immigration papers

1891:  Inspectors at the ports 



TIMELINE : IMMIGRATION LAWS 

1892 : Geary Act 1892

ÅResident permit, 1892-1943

1902 : McCreary Act : Suspended immigration; required registration

ÅCertificate of Resident (Geary Act, ext. 1902)

ÅCertificate of Identity (card)

Å1882-1905: 10K appealed; most ruled in favor of Chinese 

1906 : SF Earthquake: Destroyed birth records

ÅPaper Sons 

ÅInterrogation papers, Angel Island, 1910-1940 



TIMELINE : IMMIGRATION LAWS 

1906: Naturalization Act: Allowed naturalization 

ÅDeclaration of Intention (òFirst Papersó)

ÅPetition for Naturalization (òSecond Papersó)

ÅCertificate of Citizenship

1917: Visa required for noncitizens to enter

ÅVisa applications

1940: Alien RegistrationAct: 

ÅA-filescreated; Standardized by 1956  

1941: Passportsrequired for U.S. citizens; 

1861-62 (Civil War) and 1918-21 (WWI)



TIMELINE : IMMIGRATION LAWS 

1943 : Repeal of Chinese Exclusion : noncitizens can be naturalized

1945 : War Brides Act 

1946 : Public Law 713 : Wives of citizens to enter 

1947 : GI Fiancée Act 

1952 : Immigration and Nationality Act 

ÅSpecial skills, relatives of U.S. citizen, and refugees

1956 : Chinese Confession Program(1956-1965)

1965 : Immigration and Nationality Act : Abolished nationality quota.



TIMELINE : IMMIGRATION LAWS 

Ancestry database for NARA records:

ÅUS Passport (1795-1925) : Physical descriptions and travel plan

ÅReport on Death of Am. Citizens Abroad : 1835-1974

ÅConsular Reports on Birth & Marriage Abroad : 1910-1945

ÅWorld War I Draft : Men born btw. 1875-1917

ÅWorld War II Draft : Men bornt1btw. 1880-1965



NARA RECORDS : CASE FILES 
ÅHeld at the initial port of entry

Documents :
Å Interrogation transcripts

Å Medical exam records

Å Birth & marriage certificates 

Å Certificate of Identity

Å Certificate of Resident 

Å Application for departure

Å Permit to Re-enter

Å Court affidavits : US births

Å Cross-reference sheets (of previous files)

ÅArrival info and ship name

ÅProof of identity: Maps, 

photos, physical descriptions, 

business pamphlets, witness

statements and contacts



NARA : NATURALIZATION RECORDS 

1906 : Naturalization Act

Allowed aliens to become naturalized as US citizens

Records are kept:

ÅPre 1906 : Local courts, state archives & geological societies

Å1906-1933 : Bureau of Immigration and Bureau of Nationalization 

Å1933-2003 : Immigration and Naturalization Services (INS)

Å1991-present : USCIS (assistance)

Å2003-present : Dept. of Homeland Security





STRATEGY 1: LOCATION

ÅCity directory
ÅVoter registration
ÅVital Records
ÅBurial & cemetery records
ÅObituary 
ÅCourt and land records
ÅFamily and business associations
ÅPhone book 



SF City Directory 1873

ÅFull name
ÅAddress
ÅOccupation
ÅBusiness name
ÅType of business
ÅOwner or boarding



SF & Oakland 
Chinese Telephone 
Directory 1946

ÅChinese name
ÅStreet (Grant Ave.)
ÅAddress Number
ÅApt. number



STRATEGY 2: CENSUS RECORDS

ÅFamily members
ÅResidency (location) 
ÅVital records
ÅCountry of origin 
ÅBirth place & year
ÅNeighbors, wealth and occupation  
ÅOther important information





STRATEGY 3: PORT OF ENTRY

ÅPassenger list
ÅPlace of departure
ÅImmigration records
ÅResidency in U.S.
ÅCensus records



MAJOR PORTS

East:
New York, Boston, 
Baltimore, 
Philadelphia.

West: 
San Francisco, Portland, 
Seattle, Port Townsend, 
San Diego & Long Beach.

South:
California, New Mexican, Arizona 
& New Orleans.

North:
Washington, New York, Maine & Vermont



STRATEGY 4: VITAL RECORDS

ÅFamily members
ÅBirth place and date
ÅResidency
ÅCause of death

ÅObituary & cemetery records  
ÅCensus records
ÅCity directory



PUBLIC HEALTH RECORDS

Confidentiality

Birth:    first 75 years

Death:  after 25 years



STRATEGY 5: LOCAL LIBRARY

ÅCity directory
ÅBuilding and land records
ÅHistorical photographs and maps
ÅPhone books
ÅFamily history books
ÅObituaries

ÅExpert advice & help 
ÅGenealogical societies



www.le-librarian.net/genealogy.html 

UC BERKELEY: C.V. STARR 
EAST ASIAN LIBRARY



UC BERKELEY:  C.V STARR EAST ASIAN 
LIBRARY

ÅAccess is open to all 

researchers & visitors

ÅCertain services and 

collections may be available 

students and staff

ÅAsk the librarian 



UC BERKELEY: RECORD SEARCH



NARA: CHINESE HERITAGE

Research tools and links to Case Files 

from Seattle, Chicago and St. Paul, land 

border crossing records, passenger lists 

in Canada.



SF NEWSPAPER: CHUNG SAI YAT PO

ÅPublished in San Francisco 

1900 to 1951. 

ÅImportant Chinese American 

newspaper in U.S. 

ÅUC Berkeley (East Asian 

Library). 14 microform reels

Å1900-1904 can be found at 

Online Archive of California 

(1460 items)



UC BERKELEY:  CHINESE IN CALIFORNIA

Open Access via OAC site:

Å Documents the 

experiences of Chinese 

immigrants in California 

1850-1925. 

Å Photos, illustrations, 

letters, pamphlets, sheet 

music, diaries and more. 

Å 8,000 images. 



NARA: CHINESE AMERICANS

Resources for Chinese American and 

immigration in U.S. 



SUTRO LIBRARY : SF STATE UNIV. 

San Francisco State University

1630 Holloway Ave, 5th floor. 



STRATEGY 6: 

Spouse

Children

Sibling



STRATEGY 7: NARA RECORDS

ÅShip Passenger Lists: 1820 -1985
ÅBorder Crossing: 1891-1957

ÅNaturalization Certificate Files (C-Files): 1906 - 1956
ÅAlien Registration Forms (Form AR-2): 1940 - 1944 
ÅAlien Registration Record Number (A-Files): 1944 -1951

ÅVisa Files: 1924 -1944
ÅRegistry Files: 1929 - 1944

ÅU.S. Passport Applications: 1795-1925



NARA: OTHER RECORDS

ÅCivil War Draft (1863-65): Age 20-45; 3.1million
ÅWWI Draft (1917): 24 million; 23% pop.
ÅWWII Draft (1940) : 45 and 65   

ÅConsular Reports on Birth & Marriage Abroad: 1910-1945
ÅReport on Death of American Citizens Abroad: 1835-1974



STRATEGY 8: OUT OF STATE & COUNTRY 

1. Use database: Ancestry, FamilySearch & Heritage Quest

2. Local resources : 
a. Libraries and librarians (local, state, and university)
b. Consulate office in U.S.
c. Genealogical societies and groups

3. Online sources: LibGuides Comm., Facebook 
4. Books: WorldCat.org, Amazon.com
5. Tutorials: Ancestry, FamilySearch and YouTube 



LIBRARY RESOURCES 



LIBRARY RESOURCES 

ÅDatabases: Ancestry,  Heritage Quest & Fold3
ÅObituaries
ÅCity and reverse directories 

ÅNewspapers: 1850s 
ÅMaps: Sanborn (1860s) and Fire Insurance 
ÅLocal archives: documents, books, photos & maps
ÅGenealogy section: 921s



ANCESTRY LIBRARY EDITIONS

Coverage dates: 1300 - present 

Contains 4,000+ databases:

ÅU.S. Federal Census images and indexes from 1790 to 1930
ÅMap Center containing more than 1,000 historical maps
ÅAmerican Genealogical Biographical Index (over 200 volumes)
ÅDaughters of the American Revolution Lineage (over 150 volumes)
ÅThe Great Migration Begins: Immigrants to New England, 1620-1630
ÅSocial Security Death Index (updated monthly)
ÅWWI Draft Registration Cards
ÅFederal Slave Narratives
ÅCivil War collection



HERITAGE QUEST
Coverage dates: 1700s to the present

Update frequency: Ongoing

Audience: Genealogists, historians

Collection that currently includes the following:

Å7 million images from 28,000 family histories and books

Å1790-1930 U.S. Federal Census records 

ÅPeriodical Source Index (PERSI), about 2.3 million records since 1800.

ÅRevolutionary War Pension and Bounty Land Warrant App. Files

ÅThe Freedman's Bank Records - African American ancestors 

ÅU.S. Congressional Serial Set records



FOLD3

Coverage dates: 1700s to 2000s

Update frequency: Ongoing

Audience: Genealogists, historians

Collections: over 5 million records

ÅOriginal military records. 

ÅStories, photos, and personal documents

ÅSources: U.S. Natl. archives, Natl. Archives of the U.K. and 

other international records. 



Photo: City of Vancouver Archives

CASE STUDY: 
Grandfather at the 
V-E Parade

WWII parade, location, 
person name

1. Google:Parade date

2. Newspapers: story & 
photo

3. Ancestry:restaurant

4. Local resources: photos, 
business, more



www.le-librarian.net/genealogy.html 

ONLINE RESOURCES



NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

ÅCensus records

ÅMilitary records

ÅImmigration records

ÅNaturalization

ÅLand records



Pacific Sierra Region

Leo J. Ryan Federal Building

1000 Commodore Drive 

San Bruno, CA 94066.   (650) 238-3501  



FAMILYSEARCH.ORG

Search name across hundreds of 

collections by birth, marriage, death, 

probate, land, military, and more.



ELLIS ISLAND PROJECT

Free database of 65 million+ passenger 

records who passed through the island to 

come to America from 1892 to 1924. 



RESOURCES : CHINESE ASSOCIATIONS

Chinese Consolidated 
Benevolent Association
(Wiki) : List branches in 
SF, NY, Seattle and 
Vancouver, Canada.

Photo: Oregon Historical Society



www.le-librarian.net/genealogy.html 

CEMETERY RECORDS



NEWSPAPEROBITUARIES.NET

A directory of online 150K+ 

obituary indexes and archives.  

Searchable by name and location.



FIND-A-GRAVE

Find burial places and cemetery info.  Search by name, 

birth & death dates, and location.



BILLION GRAVES

Claimed to be world's largest resource for searchable 

GPS cemetery data. Search by name, birth & death 

dates, and location.



CEMETERY RECORDS

Search & browse 25+ million cemetery 

records U.S., Canada, U.K., Ireland and 

Australia.



www.le-librarian.net/genealogy.html 

GENEALOGICAL COMMUNITIES & 
DIRECTORIES



NARA: CHINESE HERITAGE

Research tools and links to Case Files 

from Seattle, Chicago and St. Paul, land 

border crossing records, passenger lists 

in Canada.



BULLETIN BOARD: 

Share and ask questions on Chinese 

culture, villages, clan associations and 

research tips and strategies



FAMILY SEARCH WIKI



STEVEMORSE.ORG

A list of immigration, census, birth, death and vital records.  

Searchable by name and location.



CYNDIõS LIST

A categorized and cross-referenced list of links 

to genealogy sites.


