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STEPS TO GENEALOGY SEARCH 

• Gather information

• Organize your information

• Decide who and correct name spelling

• Fill out basic forms & charts

• Figure out who has the information 

• Use database, resources & libraries

• Refine your search

• Verify, document and share 



TIPS : RESOURCES & SUPPORT  

• Find a research buddy
• Join a group on social media 
• Talk to an expert or librarian 
• Connect to a genealogical society
• Use the library, archive & history centers 
• Get stories and photos from family member



FAMILY BOOK : TYPES 

• Zongpu (宗譜) : general genealogies

• Zupu (祖譜) : clan genealogies
• Jiapu (家譜) : extended family genealogies
• Shipu (石譜): branch genealogies
• Jiacheng (嘉誠) : family records or annals



FAMILY BOOK : HISTORY

• Began1600s : document family background

• Biased: rebels & female members excluded

• Used by royal families for official positions, government 

affairs, exams and marriage unions

• Most destroyed in Cultural Revolution, 1960-70s 

• Est. 85% of surviving books are in libraries

• Books mainly from Guangdong and Fujian Provinces  

• Most are indexed; but some kept locally

• Access : Shanghai Library, FamilySeach.org, other sites



FAMILY BOOK : CONTENT

• History and origin of surname 

• Clan histories, stories, and legacy  

• Migration history

• Lineage (family tree) : names, dates and migration

• Ancestors’ biographies, dates and family info

• Generation poem (naming system)

• Clan values, rules and teaching to follow





STEPS: FIND YOUR JIAPU   

Info gathering 

Find out: Chinese full name

Find out: Ancestral village (hometown) 

- spoken dialect, headstone, obituary 

or cemetery records 

Searches for Jiapu or Zupu

- FamilySearch.org

- Village DB

- China Roots



CONNECTION: WHO’S WHO 

Your Jiapu 



FINDING MORE INFO 

Libraries and archives:

• Gazetteers (local history)

• Historical newspapers

• Historical photos

• Old maps & atlas

• Books: migration patterns

Visit the village: 

• About the person / family

• Ancestral hall (village)

• About

• Burial sites 

• Other places



FAMILYSEARCH.ORG: JIAPU BOOKS

Browse 13+ million family history 

books in China, North America * 

Southeast Asia. By country, surname 

and location.



FAMILYSEARCH.ORG: JIAPU BOOKS



FAMILYSEARCH.ORG

Share and ask questions on Chinese 

culture, villages, clan associations and 

research tips and strategies



FRIENDS OF ROOTS: VILLAGEDB

Browse & search by surname and village. Published by American 

Consulate General in Hong Kong in the 1970s. It used to used to 

investigate immigration fraud.



FRIENDS OF ROOTS: VILLAGEDB



CHINA ROOTS: VILLAGE DATABASE

Search for Chinese surnames, 

villages, Zupus and Association 

and directories. 



GOOGLE: COUNTRY CODE

徐氏宗谱花都区 filetype:pdf

Customize search results:

Google.com.cn

Google.com.hk

Google.com.tw



CAN’T FIND IT?

Further Searches: 

- Family clan associations & historical societies (for help)

- Gazetteers: learn about local history & clans

- National, university and archival libraries

- Commercial sites

Contact or visit the village(s) for Zupu: 

Focus search: Guangdong, Guangzhou, Fujian, Shanghai or 

Beijing.



CHALLENGES IN RESEARCH

Not readily available or accessible

Destroyed in cultural revolution, 1966-1977

More Difficult :

• Do not read or speak Chinese 

• Fictitious names (Paper son)

• Fear of prosecution

• Assimilation : name change

• Family secrets

• Lack of available tools

• Unfamiliar with research

• Cost : travel and time



TOOLS AND RESOURCES

• Helpful: Most families used a naming system

• Databases (free and proprietary)

• Local libraries, archives and depositories

• Genealogical societies, family & clan associations overseas 

• Online language translation tools and apps

Goals: 

• Be productive and efficient

• Minimize your cost

• Connect to the locals

• Find the information and get help for free



LIBRARIES



UC BERKELEY: EAST ASIAN LIBRARY

Shanghai Library Chinese Genealogy

Free access to this Chinese Genealogy collection. 

It contains 8,004 genealogical records. 

Chinese Classic Ancient Books

Pre-20th century texts with full-text and images in 

subject areas (e.g., history and geography)

Newspapers (1850-1951)

English and Chinese newspapers. It provides an 

important part of the historical archives.



UC BERKELEY: EAST ASIAN LIBRARY

Chinese Local Gazetteers 中国旧方志库
A collection of 4,000 Chinese local gazetteers

published from Song Dynasty to the Republic Era.

Chinese New Local Gazetteers (1949-present)

25,900+ volumes of Chinese gazetteer books.

Provides historical records of provinces,

prefectures, cities, and smaller district admin. units

• Historical facts about the areas, economy, 

governance, urban and rural development, 

agriculture, history, culture and more. 



SHANGHAI LIBRARY



UNIV. OF HONG KONG LIBRARIES

• Search holds & collections

• Use Open Access, full-text

• Contact librarians for help

• Use it to availability



LIBRARY DATABASE:中国谱牒库

Academic institutes in China 

and Hong Kong University 

subscribed to this database. 



LIBRARY DATABASE:中国谱牒库

• 7,000 family trees in the Song, 

Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasties

• 2,000 items on chronology, records 

of sages, and diaries

• 13,000 records of imperial 

examinations

• 2,000 records on past dynasties



JIAPU BINDING SERVICE

• Commercial site for jiapu binding.

• Use it as search tool

• Search by surname



SEARCH: WORDS AND TERMS

家谱 (jiāpǔ)

宗谱 (zōngpǔ)

房譜 (fángpǔ) 

譜錄 (pǔlù) 

家記 (jiājī) 

世譜 (shìpǔ) 

統譜 (tǒngpǔ) 

家志 (jiāzhi) 

支譜 (zhīpǔ) 

通譜 (tōngpǔ) 

會譜 (hùipǔ) 

分譜 (fènpǔ) 

譜牒 (pǔdíe) 

牒誌 (díezhì) 

譜系 (pǔxì) 

玉牒 (yudíe) 

譜誌 (pǔzhì) 

譜傳 (pǔzhuàn) 

家乘 (jiāshèng) 

族誌 (zúzhì)

家譜 除氏 花都区

Jiapu Xu family  Huadu District



SEARCH TERMS & RESULTS

Hong Kong Univ. results:
宗譜 9,000

家譜 9,810

族譜 6,259

譜牒 1,529

Shanghai Library results:
家譜 665

族譜 431

宗譜 275

譜牒 84

National Digital Library:
族譜 39,000

宗譜 34,000

家譜 33,000

譜牒 1,600

Courtesy: John Guo, Librarian

Chinatown Branch Library, SF Public Library



LIBRARY RESOURCES 



LIBRARY RESOURCES 

• Databases: Ancestry,  Heritage Quest & Fold3
• Obituaries
•
• Newspapers: 1850s 
• Maps: Sanborn (1860s) and Fire Insurance 
• Local archives: documents, books, photos & maps
• Genealogy section: 921s



ANCESTRY LIBRARY EDITIONS

Coverage dates: 1300 - present 

Contains 4,000+ databases:

• U.S. Federal Census images and indexes from 1790 to 1930
• Map Center containing more than 1,000 historical maps
• American Genealogical Biographical Index (over 200 volumes)
• Daughters of the American Revolution Lineage (over 150 volumes)
• The Great Migration Begins: Immigrants to New England, 1620-1630
• Social Security Death Index (updated monthly)
• WWI Draft Registration Cards
• Federal Slave Narratives
• Civil War collection



RESEARCH GUIDES: LIBRARIANS

Library guides content by librarians. 

Over 874,430 total guides from 5,000+ 

institutions and in 105 different countries. 



www.le-librarian.net/genealogy.html 

TRANSLATION TOOLS



YOUDAO DICTIONARY PEN 3



www.le-librarian.net/genealogy.html 

TEXT-TO-SPEECH: SOHU
Max: 5,000 characters



www.le-librarian.net/genealogy.html 

TEXT-TO-SPEECH: MICROSOFT BING
Max: unlimited ?



www.le-librarian.net/genealogy.html 

TEXT-TO-SPEECH: GOOGLE CLOUD Max: unlimited ?



www.le-librarian.net/genealogy.html 

TEXT-TO-SPEECH: MICROSOFT AZURE Max: unlimited ?



www.le-librarian.net/genealogy.html 

CEMETERY RECORDS



www.le-librarian.net/genealogy.html 

CEMETERY RECORDS: FAMILYSEARCH.ORG

• 70+ published HK and China 
foreign business and residents 
directories 1842-1947. 

• Address
• Occupants 
• Company and staff names



FIND-A-GRAVE

Find burial places and cemetery info.  Search by name, 

birth & death dates, and location.



www.le-librarian.net/genealogy.html 

HISTORICAL NEWSPAPERS



UC BERKELEY: EAST ASIAN LIBRARY

Newspapers (1850-1951)

• English & Chinese newspapers. 

• It provides an important part 

of the historical archives.



HONG KONG PUBLIC LIBRARIES



CHINA FAMILIES: NEWSPAPERS Map-based index



GPA: NEWSPAPERS Map-based index



CHINESE HISTORICAL NEWSPAPERS

Search for Chinese Newspaper and the 

location.



www.le-librarian.net/genealogy.html 

LOCAL GAZETTEERS



GAZETTEER: WAN FANG DATA



www.le-librarian.net/genealogy.html 

CHINESE DICTIONARIES 



DICTIONARY: CHINESE ETYMOLOGY 

• Styles of writing, meaning, 

pronunciation and ancient 

characters. 

• Oracle characters

• Bronze characters

• Seal characters
• Liushutong characters



DICTIONARY: CHINESE ETYMOLOGY 

• Styles of writing, meaning, 

pronunciation and ancient 

characters. 

• Oracle characters

• Bronze characters

• Seal characters
• Liushutong characters



www.le-librarian.net/genealogy.html 

CHINESE SURNAMES 



SURNAME: HISTORY 



www.le-librarian.net/genealogy.html 

MESSAGE BOARDS 



BULLETIN BOARD: 

Share and ask questions on Chinese 

culture, villages, clan associations and 

research tips and strategies



BULLETIN BOARD: ANCESTRY

Share and ask questions on Chinese 

culture, villages, clan associations and 

research tips and strategies



FAMILY SEARCH WIKI



OPEN ACCESS 
DIGITAL COLLECTIONS



www.le-librarian.net/genealogy.html 

CHINA FAMILIES: DIRECTORIES

• 70+ published HK and China 
foreign business and residents 
directories 1842-1947. 

• Address
• Occupants 
• Company and staff names





INTERNET ARCHIVE

Search archival materials, records and 

information online.



CROSS ASIA: RESEARCH TOOL

Use site as a tool for available 

resources



CROSS ASIA

Use site as a tool for available 

resources

• East Asia Dept. of 

Berlin State Library. 

• Search 56+ million 

archived pages

• 100 million 

bibliographic records.



www.le-librarian.net/genealogy.html 

ONLINE MAPS & ATLAS



MAPS: HARVARD LIBRARY



MAPS: HARVARD LIBRARY



MAPS: UNIV. TEXAS LIBRARIES 

Browse through China maps produced 

by CIA or U.S. government.   



OLD MAPS ONLINE
Browse over 450K historical maps 

world wide.



DAVID RUMSEY MAPS 
Browse over 150K maps, atlases, 

maritime charts & more.



GENEALOGICAL SOCIETIES

• Expert advice & consultations

• Local research services

• Document retrieval services (file clipping, obituary, 

and individual mortuary files)

• Workshops and classes

• Connect to a larger network with others

• Helpful resources
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