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Vital Records & Vital Record Substitutes – December 2020 

Kelly Summers, Accredited Genealogist®, sumkelly@gmail.com  

 

Vital Records 

Vital Records refer to Birth, Marriage and Death records. These records typically provide exact dates and 

places for these events. In general, in the United States, these records were kept on a State level beginning 

about 1900. However, marriage records were typically created from the time a county was created which 

could be much earlier than 1900.  

Birth Certificates contain, Primary source information for the birth, because the information was provided by 

an eyewitness to the birth and the record was created at or near the time of the birth. All other information in 

the record is considered Secondary information. Look at all the details in this record. 

Marriage Certificates contain, Primary source information for the marriage of a couple, because the 

information was provided by an eyewitness to the marriage and the record was created at the time of the 

marriage. All other information in the record is considered Secondary information.  

Death Certificates contain, Primary source information for the death of an individual. The information in this 

document was provided by an eyewitness to the event and the record was created at or near the time of 

death. Remember to look at the name of the informant, this person might be related the deceased. This 

record should list the Undertaker, or Funeral Home and the Cemetery where this person was to be buried.  

 

Vital Record Substitutes 

Delayed Birth Certificates 

• Contain birth date and place and names of parents 

California Birth Index, 1905-1995 (Ancestry.com & FamilySearch.org) 

California Marriage Index, 1960-1985 (Ancestry.com & FamilySearch.org) 

California Death Index, 1905-1939 (Ancestry.com & FamilySearch.org) 

California Death Index, 1940-1997 (Ancestry.com & FamilySearch.org) 

Social Security Death Index (Ancestry.com & FamilySearch.org) 

US World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1919 (Ancestry.com & FamilySearch.org) 

• Contains birth date and place 

US World War II Draft Registration Cards, 1942 (Ancestry.com & FamilySearch.org) 

• Contains birth date and place 

Funeral Home Records 
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• Often contain as much or more information than a death certificate 

California, Mortuary Records of Chinese Decedents, 1870-1933 (Ancestry.com) 

Cemetery Records (Tombstones & Sexton Records) 

Newspapers – Local papers may contain birth, marriage and death announcements 

California Voter Registrations, 1900-1968 (Ancestry.com) 

California, Chinese Arrival Case Files Index, 1884-1940 (Ancestry.com) 

Naturalization & Citizenship Records 

• Contain birth date, place and spouse name and children names 

 

State Resources on Ancestry.com and FamilySearch.org 

 

1. Ancestry.com > Search > Card Catalog 

2. Add California to Title and search. Use the Keyword search if wanted.  

 

  

Title  

Keyword 
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1. FamilySearch.org > Search > Records  

 

2. Click on the State  
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3. Search Indexed Collections 

 

 

The Indexed collections will show up in a list 

below the search button. The camera images 

mean that that you can look at the digital images. 
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Genealogical Research Wiki for All Countries and States 

1. FamilySearch. org > Search > Research Wiki 

 

2. Choose a State or Country 
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3. State Resource Page 

 

 

 

The Blue Button will take you to a table of online genealogical 

collections for this state. These collections may be at 

FamilySearch.org, Ancestry.com or other archives and 

websites.  

Clicking on the county name will direct you to a 

page specific to the county. This page will give the 

years that records are available for this county. It 

will also mention any record loss.  

Beginner Resources 

Learn about the 

different records that 

can help in your 

genealogical research 


